
 
 
 
 
 
September 24, 2009 
 
Peter DeVries, Council Chair 
Washington State Building Code Council 
PO Box 42525 
Olympia, WA  98504-2525 
 
Dear Chairman DeVries, 
 
The NW Energy Coalition strongly supports the full package of 
proposed energy code amendments currently before the Council. 
 
The NW Energy Coalition is an alliance of more than 100 Pacific 
Northwest environmental, civic, and human service organizations, 
progressive utilities, and businesses working for clean and affordable 
energy. For nearly 30 years we’ve advocated for energy efficiency as 
the cheapest, cleanest and most abundant source of energy to meet our 
region’s growing demand for energy. Thanks to investments in electric 
energy efficiency made since 1980 the region now saves $1.6 billion 
every year – those are savings to our businesses and residents. And 
fully 20% of those savings are due to energy codes, primarily 
Washington’s and Oregon’s. 
 
We urge you and all of the State Building Code Council members to 
adopt the full package of proposed changes for the following reasons: 
 
• Energy savings: Compared to the current (2006) state energy 

code, the full package of proposed changes will increase energy 
efficiency by an average of about 20%. Savings for commercial 
buildings average about 15%; about three-quarters of residential 
construction will be 25% more energy efficient and the rest will 
achieve savings of 17% to 25%. 

 
While the proposed changes fall short of Gov. Gregoire’s target for a 
30% improvement, they do represent a significant step toward the 
goal. The proposed changes are practical, cost effective and readily 
achievable and will be a major step in improving energy efficiency in 
Washington’s building stock. Multiple current studies show that with 
increased energy efficiency our regional utilities can avoid the need 
to build costly new power plants – making Washington’s economy 
that much stronger. 
 

• Affordability: The proposed changes are a good deal for 
consumers. Yes, the cost of new housing may go up – but by less 
than one percent. For that, homeowners get a home that is warmer 
in winter and cooler in summer while consuming 25 percent less 
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energy. With a standard mortgage, the extra cost is paid for in a 
year, and over a decade the energy savings amount to an extra 
$2,500 in the bank. 

 
It’s also important to note that the energy code levels the playing 
field for builders - they all face the same costs at the same time, 
even costs as small as these. Further, cost effective energy savings 
that are foregone in this code revision cycle will only add to costs 
later – costs will be higher for the building owner, for utilities and for 
society as it costs much more to retrofit a building than to build in 
energy efficiency up-front.  
 

We urge that the SBCC approve the full package of proposed 
amendments to the Washington State energy code. Thank you for 
considering our comments. 
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Sara Patton 
Executive Director 
 
cc:  All SBCC members 
      Keith Phillips, Governor’s Office 
      Tony Usibelli, Department of Commerce, Energy Policy Division 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


